DEATH OF MALIK AIAZ

one ship at Diu and sailed with the remainder  of the
fleet to Goa.

In A*D. 1523 Malik Aiaz fell into disgrace as the
result of his assumption of independence of his sovereign,
and died the same year while still holding charge of the
administration of Sorath at Diu. Malik Aiaz, supposed
by some authorities to have been a renegade Portugese
turned Mahomedan, had had an adventurous life.
Originally a purchased slave, he obtained in course of
time such influence over Sultan Mahomed Begarah that
he rose to be one of the principal men in the service of
that sovereign. On being appointed to the Governorship
of Sorath he lost no time in perceiving that a Portugese
footing in the province could result in the establishment
of a colony as at Goa, and he immediately set himself to
oppose the realization of the idea by every means in his
power. His victory at Chaul increased his prestige, and the
fact of his having removed the headquarters of the adminis-
tration of Sorath from Junagadh to Diu strengthened his
position in every way. The Portugese were thus unable
to occupy the island by a sudden attack, and the circum-
stance formed an excellent reason against the peaceful
surrender of the fort by the Sultan at Ahmadabad.

Malik Aiaz fortified Diu, laid out gardens on the island,
and built a bridge connecting it with the mainland. He lived
in regal splendour, and many tales are told of his liberality
and generosity. On several occasions he was called upon
for assistance, both by Mahomed Begarah and by
Mahomed Shah II, and on each occasion distinguished
himself. But finally his pride overcame his prudence,
and he quarrelled with other nobles, eventually bringing
the wrath of Sultan Muzafar Shah II on his head in
A.D. 1523 on account of his independent conduct during
a campaign against Rana Sanka, Raja of Chitor. Malik
Aiaz left three sons, one of whom, Malik Ishak, afterwards
attained a certain notoriety.

93